
 
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church                                  June 2020 

Worship 
 

All services will be by teleconference.  Call this number 
717.510.9819.  This is our conference number. When you get an  
answer, enter this conference code 820676.  
 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM 
 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday evenings at 8:00 PM  
will be Evening Prayer. 

On 25 June 2020 the church remembers the Presentation of 
the Augsburg Confession. This is the primary confession of 
the Lutheran Church. A few days before the presentation to 
the Emperor in the city of Augsburg, a number of princes 
were summoned to meet with Emperor Charles V to explain 
their lack of participation in the annual Corpus Christi festival 
(which is a large procession through the city of the Holy  
Communion). The Emperor then banned at Evangelical church 
services and preaching. The Evangelicals met anyway in homes. 
 
Led by Margrave George of Brandenburg-Ansbach (pictured 
here), the princes duly presented themselves before the  
Emperor. They knelt down before him and said that they 
"would rather lose their heads then deny God." The Emperor 
who only spoke a smattering of German replied, "Dear prince, 
not head off, not head off." On 25 June 1530 the Princes and 
theologians read publicly and presented their confession of 
the Christian Faith. "...it would be our disposition and  
intention never to accept, defend, or spread some different 
or new teaching but rather with divine assistance to remain 

and persist unwavering in the truth once recognized and confessed at Augsburg in the year 
1530."   
 
Why is this important in 2020? Examine yourself: Are you willing to put it on the line as  
Margrave George of Brandenburg-Ansbach did? Is the Augsburg Confession your confession 
of the Christian Faith? Have you read this seminal document of our church? Do you stand in 
agreement with it?  
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Worship - 9:30 AM   

 
The Rev. Jeffrey H. Goodman,  

Pastor 
(717) 725-0717 (cell) 

 
Jean Wilhelm, newsletter editor 

 
Due date for the July/August 

newsletter is June 21. 

Blood Bank 
 
The local donation center is located 
at Ephrata Diagnostic Center,  
446 North Reading Rd., Ephrata.   
Call 717-733-3200 for an  
appointment.  The hours are as  
follows:   
Monday:  8 AM—5 PM 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday:  
12:15 PM—8:45 PM 
Saturday:  8 AM—12 PM 
Friday and Sunday:  CLOSED 
 
Please consider helping in this extremely important  
endeavor. 

Social Ministry News 
 
Please watch bulletins for 
how soon we will be able to  
volunteer at MCC.  They are 
presently closed. 
 
The Ladies’ Day Out is  
cancelled for June.   
Hopefully we can get  
together in September. 

We wish to thank our church family for the outpouring of 
Christian support through prayers, cards, and phone calls 
helping to comfort us during this time of grief.  We are  
assured that our loved ones rest in the arms of Jesus. 
 
In Christian Faith  
 
Ed and Eddie Adams  
Annie and Michael Flaud  

Calendar  
 

Sundays    9:30 AM by teleconference 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday Evening Prayer 
      8:00 PM by teleconfeence    
Tuesday, June 2  7:00 PM  Council by teleconference 
         All are welcome to listen in 
Wednesday, June 3 7:00 PM Worship and Music by  
         teleconference 

Teleconference 
 

call this number 
717.510.9819 

 
This is our conference  

number.  
 

When you get an answer, 
enter this conference code 

820676.  
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After our Lord’s resurrection, he appeared to his frightened disciples locked behind closed 
doors and said to them, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” I remember reading those words of our Lord when I was first considering entrance into 
the ministry. I read those words and dreamt about all the adventures the good Lord would 
have in store for me as one of his pastors. In my mind’s eye, I saw myself preaching from 
grand pulpits like the ones I had seen as a young man in Europe. I envisioned myself teaching in 
classrooms in distant, exotic places. Those were my dreams and they were usually fashioned 
out of my own sinful pride and search for glory. Instead, the good Lord sent me to a small  
parish that was left off of the synod call list, and to a small town close to where I grew up. 
 
“When a Lutheran candidate of theology is assigned to a parish where he is to discharge the 
office of a Lutheran preacher, for him that place ought to be the dearest, most beautiful, and 
most precious spot on earth. He should be unwilling to exchange it for a kingdom. Whether it is 
in a metropolis or in a small town, on a bleak prairie or in a clearing in the forest, in a flourish-
ing settlement or in a desert—for him that place should be a miniature paradise.” –C.F.W  
Walther, 27 February 1885. 
 
These words of C.F.W Walther from the 19th century ring true today as the day he spoke 
them to his seminary students back then. Salem Church is a “miniature paradise” for me. How 
so? This is the place where God’s people are gathered week in and week out since before the 
American Civil War. This is the place where the saints have been baptized and claimed by  
Jesus. This is the place where Jesus still speaks his comforting and reassuring words of holy 
absolution. This is the place where Jesus promises to be in the flesh and the blood for us.  
Because Jesus promises to be at Salem, it’s heaven on earth, a small outpost of heaven right 
here and right now and there is no other place I want to be because of that. 
  
So, yea, I desperately want to be back in the pulpit, standing by the font, and serving at the 
altar. In fact, I can’t stop thinking about it and longing for it. I confess to you, my dear  
brothers and sisters, my heart is aching. I want to see all of you. I want to deliver God’s Word 
and Sacraments to you in person as you called me to do and for which the Lord sent me to  
deliver to you. 
 
Here is the hard reality right now: we cannot gather in person. I know of other churches in 
Ephrata that will be gathering in person over the next couple of weeks. That, of course, is 
their decision. It is a decision I understand, but for which I feel at this time is irresponsible 
and wrong. Because, as I learned from being at Salem as a pastor, it’s never about me or us, 
but our neighbors. 
 
Look at the Fifth Commandment: 
 
You shall not murder. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our  
neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need. 
 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Come Worship the Lord 
 

The Day and Liturgy The Lessons 

June 7 

The Holy Trinity 

Genesis 1:1—2:4a; Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20 

June 14 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 19:2-8a; Psalm 100 

Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35—10:8 

June 21 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 20:7-13; Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18 

Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39 

June 28 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 28:5-9; Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Romans 6:12-28; Matthew 10:40-42 

 
Our Lord Christ reiterates this in the Gospels: 
 
St. Matthew 22:36-40 English Standard Version Anglicized (ESVUK) 
 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the 
great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as  
yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
We want to gather in person. We want to see each other. We want to be at the Communion 
rail. But it is not about us. Instead, we are willing to bear the burdens of not meeting in  
person, of not gathering at the rail, in order to serve our neighbors as Christ has served us. 
This is hard. It is even painful. We may even be accused of lacking “a strong Christian faith.” 
No one ever said being a Christian is easy, but we gladly take the hard path that our Lord 
Christ lays before us. 
 
 We still have God’s Word in our ears. We still have technology to make this happen. In this 
way, we are in a better place than most Christians have been in the generations before us 
when this sort of thing happened. So, keep calling in and I will keep preaching the Word. Keep 
reading the Bible and I will keep teaching it. Keeping calling each other and checking and I will 
do the same. Keep praying for our parish and I will do the same every day. God’s Word will  
sustain us all the way. 
 
From my study at the Salem Church parsonage, 
 
Jeffrey H. Goodman 
Parish Pastor  
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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June 21 for the  
July/August issue. 
Be sure to include  
information for  

August too. 

 
Connie Ditzler, Wanda 
Deininger, Carole Maxwell, 
Brooke Binder, Carmen 
Reddig, Cynthia Love, Kate 
Suhrbier, Cindi Holland 

Birthdays 
 
1 C J Zimmerman 
 
2 Suzanne Liggett  
 
5  Wilma Eberly 
  
5 Jerry Ulrich 
  
10  Stephanie Frymyer 
  
15  Dale Stahl 
  
17 Sieg Dreer 
  
17 Don Griffith 
 
17 Connie Johnston 
 
23  Jeff Metzger 
  
23  Mike Herr 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 
7 Jeff and Kristen   
 Hartranft 
 
13 Brooke and Mary Binder 
 
14  Dennis and Laurel Kluck 
 
16 Ed and Eddie Adams 
 
18  Rob and Wanda 
 Deininger 
 
18 Nathan and Deb Hansell 
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Managing Motherhood 
 

Our Managing Motherhood mission continues for the month of 
June under our modified program. Previous guests will be  
contacted, and appointments for bag pick ups will be set.  
 
If you know of a family in the Ephrata area who needs assistance 
in the area of baby supplies, feminine hygiene supplies, and  
children's books, please have them call the church office.  
 
If you would like to donate to Managing Motherhood you may do 
so by dropping off supplies at the church in the mornings Monday 
to Friday. Monetary donations are welcome as well, by sending or 
dropping off a check. Thank you to all who have contributed to 
this ongoing mission of our church. The mission continues...  

Salem Lutheran Church 
Church Council Minutes 

May 5, 2020 
(Meeting was held via teleconference due to the coronavirus.) 

 
Present: S. Borry, M. Ditzler, D. Dreer, J. Kauffman, D. Kluck, B. Lauderman, D. Martin, 
L. Ravegum, J. Roth, P. Shiffer, J. Ulrich, Pastor Goodman 
Guests: Paul Wechter, Stephanie Frymyer, Miriam Moore, Jay Boyer 
 
Devotions: Brad Lauderman had devotions based on Ephesians 4:32: How to deal with family 
during the coronavirus. 
 
Motion to accept the minutes of the April 7 meeting: D. Dreer; second: L. Ravegum.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion to accept the April treasurer’s report: J. Roth; second: P. Shiffer.  Motion carried.  
Dennis mentioned that the congregation has remained faithful in their giving. 
 
Pastor’s report: on file.  Pastor Goodman will have Evening Prayer on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings at 8:00 by teleconference. 
 
Motion: There will be no church activities such as committee meetings, etc., held at the 
church until 4 weeks after we are in the yellow phase: B. Lauderman; second: J. Ulrich.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion: The Church Council empowers the Worship and Music Committee to formulate the  
details of an opening protocol when the yellow status is conferred and to report back to 
Church Council the details: Pastor Goodman; second: B. Lauderman.  Motion carried. 
 
There being no other business Council members prayed the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Kauffman, secretary 
 


