
 
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church                             September 2020 

 
The Divine Service of Word and Sacrament will be held 
each and every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. and each and every 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 It is recognized that not everyone will be able to 
attend these services, either because they are in a 
high-risk category or they are not ready. Because of 
this, we will continue with the teleconference Divine 

Service of the Word at 10:30 a.m. each and every Sunday. Our conference number is 
717.510.9819. When you get an answer, enter this conference code 820676.  
 
 Our Worship Committee has taken the time to discuss and think through how to have 
these services in a way that ensures the safety of our parishioners. The following measures 
will be in place for the Divine Services until our Church Council deems we are ready to return 
to our previous operations. 
 
 We will meet for the Divine Service in the Sanctuary. 
 Pews will be cleaned after each use and seating will be properly spaced. 
 Masks will be required initially until Church Council determines we may relax this  
 requirement. 
 Congregational singing will be suspended until Church Council determines we may relax this 

suspension. 
 The Holy Communion will be distributed in a way that will eliminate physical contact 
 
 In order to maintain our attendance levels, please call the church 717.733.6646 or email 
(Office@salemephrata.org) to let us know when you will be coming to the Divine Service. We 
will initially be limited to twenty-four people per service. If we have more demand than that, 
we will add an additional service.  
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Worship - 9:30 AM   

 
The Rev. Jeffrey H. Goodman,  

Pastor 
(717) 725-0717 (cell) 

 
Jean Wilhelm, newsletter editor 

 
Due date for the October newsletter 

is September 20. 

Blood Bank 
 
The local donation center is located 
at Ephrata Diagnostic Center,  
446 North Reading Rd., Ephrata.   
Call 733-3200 for an appointment.  
The hours are as follows:   
Monday:  8 AM—5 PM 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday:  
12:15 PM—8:45 PM 
Saturday:  8 AM—12 PM 
Friday and Sunday:  CLOSED 
 
Please consider helping in this extremely important  
endeavor. 

Harvest Home 2020 
  

Most likely since our founding in 1852 Harvest Home has been on 
Salem’s Calendar. Back then probably most of our members worked in 
agriculture or had a connection with it and they brought the fruits 
of their fields to the church to share with those in need. Much has 
changed since those days, including the fact that most of us are now 
gardeners and not farmers. What has remained the same is that 
there are people in Ephrata who have a hard time making ends meet. 
Our mission to be the people of God on the west end of Ephrata 
(Lincoln) has not changed as well. It didn’t change a hundred years 
ago during the Spanish Influenza and it has not changed in our  
current situation. We will carry on with Harvest Home Sunday 
2020.  
  
Consequently, we are looking to collect canned food and boxed food in order to restock the 
shelves at Ephrata Area Social Services. You may drop off your donations on the church 
porch or at the Divine Service on Thursday 17 September from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. On 
Friday 18 September, you may drop off from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
 
Another opportunity to drop off your donation will be at the Managing Motherhood drive 
through event (you don’t have to get out of your car) Saturday 19 September 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m.  
 
Finally, Harvest Home Sunday will be on Sunday 20 September at 9:30 a.m. You may drop off 
your donations on the church porch that morning or bring to the Divine Service.  
 
So there it is, the mission that is before us. We do not give into fear and we will not quit on 
those who need help. Let’s get this done and may God bless us as we carry out this mission we 
have been given.  
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Hebrews 10: 24 “And let us consider how to stir up one  
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet  
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  

 
It was at the March Church Council meeting that discussions commenced on the idea of getting 
ready for the “unlikely event” that we would need to close down the church for a period of 
time during a pandemic. At the time, I assumed, along with other folks on council, that this 
would be for a couple of weeks or so. Here we are in September 2020. We now have four  
options each week to hear the Word (two in-person Divine Services, a live teleconference and a 
recorded video of our Divine Service on the web) and two opportunities each week to receive 
the Sacrament of the Altar. We will keep at this pace, while exploring other options as well, 
for as long as we have to as a church. So, with all that considered, dear reader, I need to ask 
you a question, “What will be the criteria for you to return to the Divine Service and church?” 
I think people will answer that in a myriad of different ways, but the point of the question is 
to at least get you thinking about what that criteria will be.  
 
We live in a fallen world full of sin and death. To live in this world is to be at risk at all times. 
Life is not safe, it never has been, even if we were able to deceive ourselves into thinking that 
life was interminably safe. That’s life in a world shattered by sin. Our only hope in this life and 
in this world, is Christ. He is our salvation, he is our life, he shows us the way and he is the 
truth. 
 
Some have said to me that they will not return until a vaccine is discovered and administered. 
Even if that occurs, then what? The world will remain a risky and dangerous place until our 
Lord’s return. There is no escaping that reality this side of the resurrection. So, I ask you 
again, “what is your criteria for returning to the Divine Service and Christ’s holy church?” If it 
is total eradication of this pestilence or of every pestilence and risk you will never be 
back. A Christian cannot realistically or faithfully decide that way. In making your  
decision, keep this in mind. 
 
If you are a high-risk person you know what to do: call me and make an appointment for the 
Sacrament to be brought to you. We will meet on your porch or at distance and I will wear a 
mask. 
 
If you are not at high risk and you have been grocery shopping, at work and in social situations, 
how does attendance at the Divine Service fit into that? Clearly if the church is merely one 
social organization like another then one should stay away because it’s not worth the risk. If, 
however, the church is where your Savior promises to be in Word and Sacrament, then one will 
weigh the risks and be found there.  
  
Ok-So there it is. I take great solace and comfort in the fact that Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and tomorrow and forever (Hebrews 12:8). I pray you do as well. Together let 
us not take our eyes of faith off of him. He leads. We follow. God be with you all. 
 
Pastor Goodman 
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Come Worship the Lord 
9:30 AM Holy Communion 

The Day and Liturgy The Lessons 

September 6 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40 

Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 

September 13 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103: 1-13 

Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 

September 20 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Harvest Sunday 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 65 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

September 27 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9 

Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

September 

7:00 PM  

3 

10 

17  Hildegard of Bingen 

24 

Back church parking lot 
 

Please do not use the back church parking lot. At one time 
we were able to use some of the spaces after agreement 
with the Zion's Church.  
 
That agreement is no longer in place with Zion's closing in 
April 2020. The new church, Nativity Coptic Orthodox 
Church, has reserved the entire lot for their members.  
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(The meeting was held via teleconference due to the coronavirus.) 
 
Present: S. Borry, D. Dreer, Pastor Goodman, J. Kauffman, D. Kluck, B. Lauderman, D. Martin,  
L. Ravegum, J. Roth, P. Shiffer, J. Ulrich 
Absent: M. Ditzler 
Guests: Miriam and Luther Moore 
 
Devotions: Dale had devotions based on Isaiah 55: 8 & 9. 
 
Motion to accept the minutes of the June meeting: D. Dreer; second: J. Roth.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to accept the June treasurer’s report: P. Shiffer; second: L. Ravegum.  Motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s report: on file. 
 
Unfinished business: Update on in-person worship:  All is going well. 
 
New business: We have received a gift of $3,500 from Ephrata Church of the Brethren for 
our Managing Motherhood ministry.  Pastor Goodman produced a short video to be sent to 
ECOB to say thank you. 
 
It was felt there should be a procedure in place for accepting non-cash donations to the 
church.  Jerry Ulrich and the Facilities Committee will look into it further. 
 
There being no other business Council members prayed the Lord‘s Prayer and the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Kauffman, secretary 

Salem Lutheran Church 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

July 7, 2020 
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Betty Alexander, Connie 
Ditzler, Jeff Donahue, 
Jerry Fleischmann, Diane 
Morris, Shirley Wechter 

Birthdays 
1  Helen Lutz   
 Hearthstone at  
 Maidencreek 
 105 Dries Rd. 
 Reading, PA 19605 
 
1 Kim Martin 
 
11  Shirley Wise 
 300 St. Mark Ave. 
 Apt. 3320 
 Lititz, PA 17543 
 
15 Samantha Borry 
 
19  Andrea Martin 
 
19 Elizabeth Hartranft 

 
20 Andrea Richard 
 
22  Reg Doster 
 22 Autumn Blaze Way 
 Ephrata, PA  17522 
 
22 Laura Griffith 
 
24  Deb Hansell 
 
25  Eddie Adams 
 1571 Kleinfeltersville Rd 
 Stevens, PA 17578 
 
27 Michael Flaud 
 
29 Nathan Hansell 
  
Anniversaries 
5  Sonnie and Wilma 

 Eberly 
 
14  Jeff and Gail Donahue 
 
18 Jerry and Ruth Ulrich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Fisher died  

July 20, 2020 

Please keep her family  

in your prayers. 

 

Lorraine Leisey died 

August 15, 2020 

Please keep her family  

in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norine Myer will be 100 years old on October 4.  
Cards would be appreciated. 

300 St. Mark Ave., Apt. 605 

Lititz, PA 17543 
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Dear Salem Family, 
Thank you so much for your birthday cards, phone calls, and drive-bys.  You helped to make my 
day a memorable one. 
 Sincerely, 
 Carole Maxwell 
 
My sincere thanks to Pastor Goodman and our church family for the prayers, cards and phone 
calls to Mary and I when I was in the hospital. 
We look forward to seeing everyone in church.   
 Brooke Binder 
 
Friends at Salem Lutheran, 
Thank you so very much to Faith Shiffer for your visit and specially made flower pot with 
flowers!  It’s great! 
 Thanks to our friends at Salem.  What a nice surprise! 
 Sincerely, 
 Jay and Phyllis Eshleman 

Managing Motherhood 
 

 
 
The entire Goodman family, Edie, Deb, and Connie helped supply 
17 families with baby and personal hygiene needs. What we are running 
low on (or are entirely out of) are as follows: 
 
pull-ups: 3T-4T and 4T-5T 
 

sanitary napkins- super 
 
diapers sizes 4, 5, & 7 
 
shampoo 
 
conditioner 
 
Cash or check donations can be placed in the offering plate or mailed in an envelope  
designating the funds to Managing Motherhood. 
 
We also distribute used children’s magazines & books to the families and we appreciate  
donations of those items. Chapter books for older children are also appreciated.  
Thank you for your continuing support of this ministry! 



Page 9 



Page 10  

“A Fellowship of Believers in Jesus Christ dedicated to proclaiming 
God’s Love to ALL through Word and Deed.” 

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1331 West Main Street 
Ephrata, PA  17522-1313 
(717) 733-6646 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


